VP-1 POP’s

HOME AGAIN

VP-1 returned to NAS Whidbey Island
in early December ‘99 from yet another
deployment. Spouses, kids, and the
Eagles themselves, were all glad to be
back together in time for the holidays.
Their main operating site for this de-
ployment was Diego Garcia in the In-
dian Ocean (great liberty, Il bet). Be-
sides operating from Diego Garcia, the
squadron had detachments at Si-
gonella, Sicily, (supporting the NATO
operations in Kosovo); Masirah, Oman;
Doha, Qatar; and Bahrain. The Ma-
sirah, Doha, and Bahrain detachments
supported Fifth Fleet operations in the
Arabian Gulf. The “Screaming Eagles”
flew a wide variety of flights including
armed tactical and surveillance mis-
sions. Over 930 events were flown re-
sulting in over 5,000 flight hours for the
deployment. Because Diego Garcia is
over 1000 miles from medical facilities
capable of conducting surgery and
other urgent medical treatments the
squadron flew seven emergency medi-
cal evacuation flights during its stay
there. The squadron performed a
search and rescue mission for which
both the President and the Minister of
State for Defense wrote letters of ap-
preciation, which were forwarded via
the U. S. Embassy in Sri Lanka to the
President of the United States.

(Does anybody remember that we flew
the first (I think) P-3 to Diego Garcia in
the early 1970s? We took the FAA folks
from Cubi Point to that remote Indian
Ocean island so they could certify the
aviation facilities there. What was the
crew that flew that mission? Was it the
first P-3 to land at Diego Garcia?)

During VP-1s recent deployment the
Masirah, Oman, detachment threw an
over-the-hump party marking the half-
way point of their 5" and 7" fleet area
tour. The day was highlighted by a visit-
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ing USO show that made a special
detour from its regular stop in Muscat,
Oman. After the show detachment
personnel challenged the British
troops to a softhall game, and soundly
trounced them. The Royal Air Force
members were then invited to partake
of an “American” cookout with the
detachment crew at Wadi Mathrob,
the Eagles residence while at the de-
sert base. Everyone enjoyed burgers,
steaks, fish, beans, and salads — food
flown in from the squadron’s Bahrain
detachment.

REUNION
CONFUSION

Reunion, reunion, whose having a
reunion? There was a reunion at San
Diego this past September, over the
weekend of the 17", 18", & 19™. It
was held at the Radison Hotel in Na-
tional City. The gathering was for any-
one that was ever in VP-1, from 1943
up until the present. The point of con-
tact was Homer Hawkins, P O Box
228, Okemah, OK 74859, phone num-
ber 405/944-5839. For those of you
who read the reunions section of the
Spring ‘99 edition of SHIFT COLORS,
you probably noticed a glaring error
concerning this San Diego reunion
and our VP-1 P-3 Orion Pioneers re-
union. The folks at the Navy’s Military
Personnel Command (old BuPers)
who do the SHIFT COLORS maga-
zine evidently got the VP-1 & VP-1 P-
3 Orion Pioneers notices mixed to-
gether. The notice in SHIFT

COLORS stated that there was to be
a VP-1 reunion in September. That
part was correct. But then it went on
to list our publicity chairman, Gene
Poole as the point of contact, and
gave Pensacola as the reunion loca-
tion. They listed our contact man and
our reunion location for the Septem-
ber San Diego reunion! This certainly

caused a lot of confusion and had
Gene Poole answering a lot of phone
calls that should have gone to Homer
Hawkins in Oklahoma. | spoke with
retired Master Chief Dick Hayden
after he returned form the San Diego
reunion. All the folks that attended
that get-together had been with VP-1
in the 1940s and 1950s, save one.
There was one fellow there that had
been in the squadron in the early
1960s. They, (Homer Hawkins and
Joe Corsi), are planning another reun-
ion next fall in Arizona for all VP-1
“Neptune” people. Anyone who was in
the squadron during its P2V era is
welcome. Contact Homer Hawkins for
further info.

WHAT’SIN A NAME?

Submitted by Jeff Barclay
(AO2 Crew-5) 1969 - 1971

As a member of Crew 5, (Drees’
Dragons), from June 1969 to March
1971, | made just one WestPac
cruise, the 1970 deployment to lwa-
kuni, (and a few other places to the
south), which was more than enough
for “LURCH”. You see | had become
affectionately known to my fellow
crewmembers as “LURCH”. They
claimed that | resembled a character
on a TV show of the times. | adjusted
to that name and soon most everyone
in the squadron knew who LURCH
was. | thought that one interesting
nickname would be sufficient for the
duration of my stay with VP-1. Then
came that fateful flight . . .

A patrol over the Sea of Japan on a
fine spring day in 1970. As most of
you will remember, our position re-
ports on those patrols had to be sent
hourly to an Air Force station named
“FUCHU”. As the crew ordnanceman,
| also dabbled at other crew positions



